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to participate in it; accordingly they set out to go to
the black Robe, to ask him for Baptism. It was
thus that the Frenchman treated me. If, when thou
didst first see me, thou hadst spoken to me of
Prayer, I would have had the misfortune to pray as
thou dost; for I was not capable of distinguishing
whether or not thy prayer were right. Therefore I
tell thee that I hold to the prayer of the Frenchman;
I accept it, and I shall keep it until the world shall
burn and come to an end. Accordingly keep thy
Workmen, thy money, and thy Minister; I shall
speak of them no more, but I shall ask the French
Governor, my father, to send me some.”

Indeed, Monsieur the Governor had no sooner
heard about the ruin of our Church than he sent us
Workmen to rebuild it. It has a beauty that would
make it favorably regarded in Europe, and I have
spared nothing in its decoration. You could see
by the details which I gave you in the letter to my
nephew that, in the depths of these forests and
among these Savage Tribes, divine Service is per-
formed with much propriety and ceremony. I am
very attentive to this, not only when the Savages
remain in the Village, but also when they are obliged
to live at the Seashore,— where they go twice every
year, for the purpose of finding provisions. Our
Savages have so destroyed the game of their Country
that for ten years they have no longer either elks or
deer. Bears and Beavers have become very scarce.
They seldom have any food but Indian corn, beans,
and squashes. They crush the corn between two
stones, reducing it to meal; afterward they make of
it a porridge, which they sometimes season with fat
or with dried fish. When they are without corn,



